May,  2015
Freshman honors English students and parents:

Congratulations on your acceptance to freshman honors English! You are already on your way to academic success at Casa. However, academic success comes with responsibility: summer reading and a summer assignment. Because this is honors English, we assume the reading is a pleasure.

Because many honors students take seven classes, they frequently participate in band, leadership, and other extra classes, one of the honors English classes will be scheduled for zero period. This is the department’s way of supporting the elective program, and allowing students to pursue their interests. 


We begin the year with a study of mythology and The Odyssey. Therefore, during this summer we want you to concentrate on the classic idea of the hero’s journey. We want you to think about what defines a hero, what heroic behavior means, and what steps one must make to behave heroically. We have included a list of possible books for you to read. They range in difficulty from The Wizard of Oz to Treasure Island. All are concerned with the universal idea of the heroic journey. 

In this mythic journey, there are several steps that a hero or heroine must take. These sometimes include the following ten stages:
1. Ordinary world – the hero’s home, the safe haven

2. Call to Adventure – sets the story rolling

3. Refusal of the call – frequently a hero rejects the task

4. Meeting with the mentor – this allows the hero to gain confidence

5. Crossing the threshold – the hero has committed to the journey

6. Tests, allies, enemies – this is where a sidekick frequently shows up 

7. Approach to the innermost cave – the hero makes preparation and plans an attack, enemies must be whittled down before 

the hero can face his greatest fear

8. Ordeal – the central life or death crisis

9. Reward – the hero, having survived death, slays his dragon

10. Road Back – the hero must commit to returning home and completing the journey.
Titles: The Hobbit, The Return of the King, The Two Towers, The Fellowship of the Ring, The Subtle Knife, The Amber Spyglass, Treasure Island, Kidnapped, The Once and Future King, Robinson Crusoe, The Diary of Anne Frank, Jane Eyre, The Wizard of Oz, Alice in Wonderland, Through the Looking Glass, The Hunger Games (any title in the series). 
Another title might be acceptable, but you must get approval from either Mrs. Obbagy. If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to email me. 
Assignment:
· You are to choose at least four of the stages of the hero’s journey and design a project that traces the central character’s development as a heroic figure. 
· The project (graphic) can be a map, a time line, or another graphic representation of the hero’s journey. 
· Your graphic should include quotations with page numbers for four of the ten stages. Also required is a one-two sentence explanation of how each quotation represents that particular stage of the hero’s journey.
· The graphic can be no bigger than 11X17. 

· The graphic must have a title.
· The assignment is due the Friday before school starts. There will be a box located in the front office where you may turn in your work. Please remember to put you first and last name on the graphic.
· Effort, neatness, creativity, originality, and accuracy, are significant considerations for the final grade. (We expect honors level effort. Work that appears to be hastily and/or thoughtlessly thrown together will be scored accordingly.)
· You must not only read the book, but you must also show us that you have a clear understanding of how the stages of the hero’s journey you opted to include relate to the heroic nature of the character from the book. 
If you have any questions or concerns, you can contact Mrs. Obbagy at sobbagy@petk12.org. Please put “Freshman English” on the subject line because I do not open emails from unknown people. I am looking forward to working with you and getting to know your family.

Mrs. Obbagy
