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VISION IN ACTION
Message from the Principal

Petaluma Dreamers

Last month,forty-four Casa and Petaluma High School students and eight members of
PetalumaCity Schools’ staff attended the Fulfilling the Dream Conference at Santa
RosaJunior College.  An estimated 350students from multiple countries attended the
event to learn about pathways topost-secondary education for students who are not yet
U.S. citizens.  This fieldtrip is a great example of the exciting work beingdone at Casa to
support the aspirations and hard work of Casa students who comefrom diverse
backgrounds and who are historically underrepresented in college. 

Casa 10th grader, Maria Gonzalez, attended the conferenceand had this say:

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-M8Cr16-Qm1cy1VjsLc79PwHB6HtrsoCuElJUoAlA_lmGdc_R-8NA03XeZEeRFzS918dilhHStvARKqkCmuzVF_dvNJ7sBJjfcGa4UFY19UzHlpUJukj_O6txvEimlNayLaOxO2-8njzI189_G9Hb0i_duORGjjzFiC9aqjDtIiGWUqwEIdz8nFKqHfDO2CL6rQh987kaHf_3kDaLipzqw==&c=&ch=


My name is MariaGonzalez. I am a tenth grader at Casa Grande High School.  I
attended the Dreamers’ Conference onFriday, November 6, 2015. I attended, even
though I am not a Dreamer.  I thought it would be a greatopportunity to listen to different
stories and find out about the lives ofDreamers in our community. I realized that not only
are there very interestingstories, but also a lot of ways Dreamers can attend college.
They informed usthat there are scholarship opportunities for everyone. You don't have to
be alegal citizen to go to college. There were different workshops we could attendto see
the different ways and types of help to keep our education growing. Ibelieve it was a very
helpful conference, and they should keep doing it so allof our community can gain this
knowledge and go to college.

One of thegreatest strengths of Casa Grande is its diverse student body, which
mirrorsstate and national demographic trends. A recent Pew Research Center study
(read “5 Facts About America’sStudents” below) indicates that American students are
more diverse and also “ontrack to be better educated” than previous generations.

Casa’sDreamers, who are primarily first generation college-going students, are alocal
example of a diversification trend that is statewide, national and alsoglobal.  These are
students who areworking very hard to create opportunities to access higher education to
improvetheir lives, along with their families’. In doing so, they are also helping the
economy.  Analysis by UC Berkeley Law Schoolshows the vast benefits of the Dream Act
on local and state economies. Read thearticle CA Dream Act: Return onInvestment.

Casa’s Dreamers, along with all other students, contribute to anextremely rich and
vibrant cultural life at school.  As our students prepare to enter a world that isincreasingly
diverse, interconnected and global, what better way to preparethan to attend a school
where students from diverse backgrounds socialize,collaborate, study, perform,
problem-solve, compete, and share friendships on adaily basis.  -- Eric Backman

Read More Here

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-M8Cr16-Qm1cy1VjsLc79PwHB6HtrsoCuElJUoAlA_lmGdc_R-8NA03XeZEeRFzSfugsQi8C46kd2StmEZd5i6NpnSXV6h4vZ4UJrFKdmzFvaAwlNHnMpZjI90zZLfqgKdMpa4VRTi_QpFKHeY_iQnNuWwh7VtjkJC5-orf8VtY_feE2HpbCkYAukfs7lEfiLxD3-enleUFr1TSDHMT6IIsZLtBo_yQk&c=&ch=
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2015/08/10/5-facts-about-americas-students/?hd&utm_campaign=2015-08-12 PNN&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua


What's Going On?
Stay Informed and Get Involved

Events:
●      December 16,17,18-FinalExams-Student dismissal at 12:45 pm each day
●      December 18-End of theFirst Semester
●      December 19 through January4-Winter Break
●      January 5-First day of theSecond Semester
●      January 11-Boosters Meetingin the Staff Lounge  7-8:30pm
●      January 12-8th Grade ParentNight  in the NMU  6:30-9pm
●      January 13-Project GradPlanning Meeting in the Staff Lounge 6:30-8:30pm
●      January 13-ELAC Meeting inthe Library  6:30-8pm
●      January 13 and 14-DramaAuditions in the NMU after school
●      January 20-PTSA Meeting inthe Staff Lounge 7-8:30pm

PTSA
The next PTSA meeting will be January 20th, 7pm in the staff lounge. Our guest speaker
will be Lyn Romstad, Mentor Me Coordinator for Casa Grande. PTSA is seeking
volunteers to chair Senior Scholarship Committee (meets in early May) and Senior
Breakfast (June 3rd-7am). Please email Lisa Allen at joe3lisa3@comcast.net for more
details.

Music Program Fundraiser at Lagunitas
The Casa Grande Music Program will be holding a fundraising event on Monday,
January 25, 2016, from 5:30 - 8:30 at Lagunitas Beer Garden, to support their
upcoming Disneyland-Southern California Performance Trip.  Join us for an evening of
fun, friends, family, silent auction, raffle, dancing and music!  The CGHS Jazz Bands and
Chamber Choir will provide entertainment.  Caterered Taco Dinner by Don Pancho's.
 Tickets are available online at Brown Paper
Tickets: http://CGHSMusicProgram.brownpapertickets.com.

Project Grad
Calling all Underclassmen parents especially freshmen. ProjGrad is in dire need of
committee members. 

Namely: prizes, web managing, and someone to oversee the kitchen. If you like to shop,
sharpen your digital skills and keep the food coming hot. This would be perfect for you. A
chance to make a difference for a safe and sober senior party. Come join the fun! Next
meeting in the Faculty lounge, January 13, 2016 - Wednesday at 6:30pm.

Need a Great gift idea for those that are hard to buy for...Host Lion's Food, Wine & Craft
Beer Festival tickets now available. Mark your calendars for March 12. 2016
contact Beth Pesutich-Mendoza 707.332.7537 or princesssparkles24@yahoo.com

mailto:joe3lisa3@comcast.net
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-M8Cr16-Qm1cy1VjsLc79PwHB6HtrsoCuElJUoAlA_lmGdc_R-8NA03XeZEeRFzSUd-DqXT7s_BzZR3Jqot8VLquDNaqasvQjwfv8vzPwpzUkbciwTgBVPEM3Qsh5VFB-7LKfr_omHWnP5y-LgC5kDSr6te-N1QUTgPL4UPI6Mv9Gw7wUtDBjQ==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-M8Cr16-Qm1cy1VjsLc79PwHB6HtrsoCuElJUoAlA_lmGdc_R-8NA03XeZEeRFzSBzunftpofiS-f9QOsT5JWDWZlSw4xPHk8ozYEsNoS3iI81GnTrERfLlwAD26iMAKPMv6hwqFArDgdrsJRZdcxRWitprlpMvS8htK4ZKQvBWvPAy20dtpxA==&c=&ch=
mailto:princesssparkles24@yahoo.com
mailto:princesssparkles24@yahoo.com


Booster Club Fundraiser
Our annual fundraiser is on February 22, 2016 at Lagunitas Brewing Company.  All
monies the Booster Club raises go to all CGHS students.  There will be an auction and
Lombardi's pasta dinner.  No host bar. Must be 21. Tickets $25.00.  Tickets can also be
purchased at casagrandeboosters.com.

Join the Team
One of the best ways parents and communitymembers can support Casa teachers and
students is to become a member of PTSAand Boosters.  Both organizations play an
essential role in supporting theincredible work being done at Casa by funding our
athletes, academics andartists and the teachers and staff who support and educate
them. Please visit:
PTSA like us on Facebook
Boosters
Project Graduation
Eastside Friends of Music
Friends of Drama
United Anglers

Casa in the News

Casa’s AdriaBarich finished 23rd in the state in the CIF Cross Country Final.  Read all

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-M8Cr16-Qm1cy1VjsLc79PwHB6HtrsoCuElJUoAlA_lmGdc_R-8NA03XeZEeRFzStTvtWc1gH15lY1iBfpKk30AZRbfl9txw6LM_ofLIJQnAeOGGwbj5fAoaGeUwWCKl1F2bZWtX-jtNWlePaamraAHdDW87CZwF&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-M8Cr16-Qm1cy1VjsLc79PwHB6HtrsoCuElJUoAlA_lmGdc_R-8NA_opl2fLYy514y3-ZwhOZgBcAzM65lexe5cCY6LYkFyuR-gTgPUS58RuM17rSfEgHMY2VCv_8xJngqqs0WO0MYgFdlmoWxLR6xLfnPAL-gJctnCqDBRiZPElwBAgLCLYSw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-M8Cr16-Qm1cy1VjsLc79PwHB6HtrsoCuElJUoAlA_lmGdc_R-8NA5pYsvtDvh3CM2Z5aEe5GT6IsF71SbbG_oW6vIlLdO35-W8o8TK067OkTU18ClY6qY0-yjkXyQ_xGBSojCwC1LnfmLgU2HivQugUIcU-rnSxU2XLY1a4biY=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-M8Cr16-Qm1cy1VjsLc79PwHB6HtrsoCuElJUoAlA_lmGdc_R-8NA_opl2fLYy51N7MOCA-5eSx2tH08XpRCnwLz1jAyRahcyP_5I05N_aZ8-PEzn8Ed1WS1V8E8NZpHHlboDW_RZL8cffvoTMMEponakmu5cjNhyaRY7euUBCB2NA_4KUIe-VN2b4gxnU1i&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-M8Cr16-Qm1cy1VjsLc79PwHB6HtrsoCuElJUoAlA_lmGdc_R-8NA8Cl1wRVFCXtBa1XLRB4XQBSFQdPfqNWW_sD4SVbhmYTAFhS_N85KIMZUsGxO2ehH_IPqBrKcoDx8x2RDplMNWfMjd3AZgGM9UgxA57-HWhP&c=&ch=


about it HERE 

Field of Dreams

Check out thisphoto of Casa’s new, soon-to-be-completed, track and field, which was
taken byCasa senior Ram Goli and his drone. 

Read the Argusarticle “Big Gift for Casa Grande” about the soon-to-be-completed all-
weathertrack and field at Casa. http://www.petaluma360.com/sports/4853136-181/big-
gift-for-casa-grande

The Parisattacks hit very close to home. Read this story about a Casa grad’s eye witness
account of the horror ofthe Paris terror attacks.

http://www.petaluma360.com/news/4769153-181/petaluma-couple-witnessed-paris-
attack

Tree Hugger

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-M8Cr16-Qm1cy1VjsLc79PwHB6HtrsoCuElJUoAlA_lmGdc_R-8NA03XeZEeRFzS7VlQOnOVKk1q5hYHYRiJspjYblLqX2XncB8shl6XYkLY1gUC-V0CFojY3hpTIU6vZ8A-zZvjzLW52ju5vRgK7GGLsSR-k0wsVW8E1RprhtCTPmPkKFr66MQvJyYZ-qV8Hdyw4wR8brnBxNM8DB_mdQuVTnLdQW_k&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-M8Cr16-Qm1cy1VjsLc79PwHB6HtrsoCuElJUoAlA_lmGdc_R-8NA03XeZEeRFzS7VlQOnOVKk1q5hYHYRiJspjYblLqX2XncB8shl6XYkLY1gUC-V0CFojY3hpTIU6vZ8A-zZvjzLW52ju5vRgK7GGLsSR-k0wsVW8E1RprhtCTPmPkKFr66MQvJyYZ-qV8Hdyw4wR8brnBxNM8DB_mdQuVTnLdQW_k&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-M8Cr16-Qm1cy1VjsLc79PwHB6HtrsoCuElJUoAlA_lmGdc_R-8NA03XeZEeRFzS918dilhHStvARKqkCmuzVF_dvNJ7sBJjfcGa4UFY19UzHlpUJukj_O6txvEimlNayLaOxO2-8njzI189_G9Hb0i_duORGjjzFiC9aqjDtIiGWUqwEIdz8nFKqHfDO2CL6rQh987kaHf_3kDaLipzqw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-M8Cr16-Qm1cy1VjsLc79PwHB6HtrsoCuElJUoAlA_lmGdc_R-8NA03XeZEeRFzS918dilhHStvARKqkCmuzVF_dvNJ7sBJjfcGa4UFY19UzHlpUJukj_O6txvEimlNayLaOxO2-8njzI189_G9Hb0i_duORGjjzFiC9aqjDtIiGWUqwEIdz8nFKqHfDO2CL6rQh987kaHf_3kDaLipzqw==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-M8Cr16-Qm1cy1VjsLc79PwHB6HtrsoCuElJUoAlA_lmGdc_R-8NA03XeZEeRFzShvRLxRxlRCeH7q1FWLNdcLpBneSwpHSgcqcBBvTc4l5fgNX2HSlHShXAJAdDGBvG_Cs5Yiz9TVuNEI7UAvW643aQ_REVD5JmaLDfmMl0SM9uz50BGeGvy9ieqoqhxik2W6qe8hsSDus2KQU36F19O4Qm9JkbQgjRpr9SnEPMPwg=&c=&ch=


Students inCasa’s 3D:Make class recently constructed life-sized human
sculpturesconstructed of packing tape and newspaper.  The sculptures have been
thematically placed throughoutcampus.



Achievement

Team AcDec Starts to Prep for Competition

IntroducingCasa Grande’s 2015-16 AcDec Team. This year, the rigorous and
multifaceted academic competition will focuson the nation of India.  Studentswill study
Indian history, literature, culture, economics, science andmathematics.  Casa’s AcDec
Team isa 31-year State Finalist led by master teacher, Mr. Rick Pillsbury.  Go team!  Go
Gauchos!



Connect with us

     

Holiday Wish

On behalf ofCasa Grande High School’s teachers and staff, I would like to wish all of
ourparents, students and supporters a happy, relaxing and safe winter holiday.We’ll see
you back at school on Tuesday, January 5, 2016.  --Eric

Casa Grande High School • 333 Casa Grande Road • Petaluma • CA| Website

The Casa Grande Times is published monthly to inform parents of important news and
updates related to our school community, and to unify our parents and community
stakeholders in support of Casa students, teachers and staff.  
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